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Yes, my soul, find rest in God; 
my hope comes from him. 

 

PSALM 62:5 

 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 
 

PAGE 
 
 2. Reflecting on Freedom 
     Upcoming Events  
 
 3. Session Highlights 
 
 4. Scriptures Lessons 
     Committees & Chairpersons 
     Tithes & Expenses 
     Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
 5. Calendar & Servers 
 
 6. Presbyterian Women 
     Scholarship Winner 
     Thank You Note 
 
 7. Committee Reports 
 
 8. Contact Information 
     Prayer Corner 

Pastor’s 4th of July Message  
     On July 4, 2022 we celebrate  
America’s 246th birthday. It’s a time to 
participate in patriotic programs and to 
sing patriotic songs. It’s a time to give 
thanks for our country's beginnings and 
the progress towards embodying the 
ideal of “liberty and justice for all.” But 
let’s be honest, we also need to keep 
asking God to “shed His grace” on 
America and to “mend (its) every flaw.” 
Read the lyrics to “O Beautiful for  
Spacious Skies.” 
 
   Someone has made the observation 
that in God’s good providence,  
Jefferson’s Declaration of  
Independence in 1776 was approved 
by Congress during one of the best 
weather times in the Northern  
hemisphere. So our celebrations  
include parades and picnics, hot dogs 
and hamburgers, soda and beer, ice 
cream, apple pie, baseball, and bombs 
bursting in air. Good fun! 
 
   Let’s not forget, however, there are 
two things that make the Fourth of July 
different for an American follower of 
Jesus. First, we are citizens of two 
kingdoms. We are  
citizens of the United States of Ameri-
ca. Born citizens or naturalized or 
working on citizenship. 
 

But ultimately and more importantly 
“our citizenship is in heaven, and it is 
from there that we are expecting a  
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,” who will 
do what no political party in this world 
can ever do—”transform our humble 
bodies to be like his glorious body, by 
the power that enables him to make all 
things subject to himself. (Philippians 
3:20-21). As citizens of the kingdom of 
God our final and ultimate allegiance is 
to Jesus. If placed in a position of  
having to choose between obeying 
God or the government, we should 
choose obedience to God.  
(see Acts 4:1-22). 
 
   Second, we are citizens of this great 
country. And it is fitting and appropriate 
to be a patriot. Daniel Webster, one of  
America’s greatest orators and  
statesman said: “What makes a person 
a good Christian, makes them a good 
citizen.” So as Christian citizens we 
have a love for our country and do  
everything in our power to make it a 
great country for everyone.  
 
Keeping these thoughts in mind let’s  
celebrate our country’s birthday.   
 

In Jesus’ Love, 
Pastor John 



 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD—MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 
 

AUGUST 
07: Communion / Cupcake Sunday 
10: Session 7:00 pm 
11: Mt. Harrison Quilt Guild 1:30pm 
14: Outdoor Worship & BBQ  
21: Pulpit Supply—TBA  
28: Pulpit Supply—TBA  
30: Election Day *we are a polling place 
SEPTEMBER 
04: Season of Peace begins 
04: Communion / Cupcake Sunday 
05: Labor Day 
06: In Observance of Labor Day the Office will be Closed 
08: Mt. Harrison Quilt Guild 1:30pm 
14: Session 7:00 pm 
17: PW CT Planning—TBA  
18: National Back to Church Sunday 
23: First Day of Autumn 

Reflecting on Freedom 
 

FREEDOM 
 

Each one of us is born most free 
And we alone can choose 
To do what God would have us do, 
To use what God would use. 
 

Or we are also free to seek 
The proud and selfish way — 
A life where other gods come first 
To reign and hold full sway. 
 

But when we follow where Christ leads, 
We find that freedom’s place 
Is really in God’s will for us, 
And we have chosen GRACE! 
 

—Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems 

 

Liberty through surrender 
 
   To non-believers, talk of  
finding freedom through  
complete dependence on  
Jesus must sound foolish. How 
can surrendering your desires, 
time, heart — indeed, your  

entire life — lead to anything but bondage? 
   The answer is evident in Jesus’ own life and 
ministry, writes Michael Card in Immanuel:  
Reflections on the Life of Christ. In a twist on  
Julius Caesar’s motto “Veni, vidi, vici” (“I came, I 
saw, I conquered”), “Jesus lived by the motto, ‘I 
came, I saw, I surrendered,’” Card notes. “By  
living out this unorthodox pronouncement, Jesus  
demonstrated that what the world regards as 
power is really impotence. True victory is only 
through surrender.” 
   During the 16th century, St. Ignatius of Loyola 
wrote this prayer of surrender that’s still relevant 
today: “Take, O Lord, and receive my entire  
liberty, my memory, my understanding and my 
whole will. All that I am and all that I possess, 
Thou hast given me: I surrender it all to Thee to 
be disposed of according to Thy will. Give me  
only Thy love and Thy grace; with these I will be 
rich enough and will desire nothing more. 
Amen.” 

Dual citizenship 
 

   For Christianity and democracy to work, both need responsible  
citizens. Consider what happens to a republic when its citizens won’t 
run for public office, won’t vote, won’t work for the common good, 
duck paying taxes and mistreat others. Now consider what happens 
when Christians won’t volunteer at the church, won’t give, won’t  
practice their faith, won’t love their neighbors. Both our country and 
our faith need sincere practitioners. Nationally, we need a citizenry 
committed to making the ideals of liberty the practices of life in  
America. Christianity needs followers of Jesus committed to making 
the ideals of God’s kingdom the practices of daily life. 
   This is not an either-or situation. Christians everywhere are citizens 
of two countries, one on earth and one in eternity. The kingdom of 
God is not yet fully come, but it’s already in effect. Our two citizen-
ships can neither be fully united nor fully separated. We cannot  
withdraw from the world and pretend we are somehow dwelling only in 
the kingdom of God now; nor can we simply embrace the world and 
assume earthly governments fulfill God’s will. Those are extremes, 
and they are unbiblical. 

—from a sermon by Stan Purdum 

A prayer for strength 
 

God of inexhaustible strength and limitless  
energy, our refuge, strength and very present 
help in trouble: When even youth faint in  
weariness and the young fall exhausted, help us 
wait patiently for you to come to renew our 
strength, so that we will mount up with wings to 
soar like eagles, riding on the undercurrents of 
the wind of your Spirit. You who need no  
slumber nor sleep, by your Holy Spirit's power 
keep us from all evil, safe in Jesus’ nail-scarred 
hands. Help us never weary as we run after you 
and never faint as we walk in Christ’s footsteps, 
now and forevermore. Amen. 



 

 Session Highlights 
Greetings from the Session, 
 
The Session met for its monthly 
meeting on June 8, 2022 at 7:00 
P.M.  Pastor John moderated the 
meeting.  There was a quorum 
present.  Two elders were absent. 
The meeting opened with prayer. 
The minutes for May were read 
and accepted with one correction.   
 
Head Start is using our parking lot 
as a loading place for students 
between 6-8 AM and 2-4 PM on 
week days.  They will be loading 
and unloading students until  
November.  The Jobs Daughters 
used our church on June 22-23 
for practice for their regional  
competitions for Grand Session. 
 
The new cross in the Fellowship 
Hall is from the Bear Lake 
Church.  That church has been 
sold.  We received the cross to 
give it a new home.  Thank you, 
Paul P, for transporting it.   
 
The Deacons purchased a crib for 
baby Sophia.  They also helped 
out another family during the 
month.   
 

John has been visiting our shut-
ins and those with health issues.  
Thank you, John, for your  
kindness and your concern for 
those who need an extra boost.   
 
The Adult Bible Class will  
continue to meet through the 
summer.  We are reading through 
the Bible from beginning to end.  
There is plenty of room for all who 
wish to join us for many or just 
one Sunday.   
 
Thank you to the Fellowship 
Committee for the great Father’s 
Day luncheon. Pizza, Pie and Ice 
Cream! Food for Kings!! 
 
Some of the windows in the  
Fellowship Hall were tagged with 
graffiti during the month.  No 
damage was done, just some 
cleanup was needed.  If you are 
around the church, please walk 
around the back and have a ‘look-
see’ as to how things should look.  
Our cameras could see the  
culprits but not their faces.   
 
Thank you to all who helped with 
the Outside Cleanup Day.   
 

There was a good turn out and 
the grounds look good.  However-
--- Weeds do grow.  Please feel 
free to pull those that you see.  If 
we all help the work is light!!!!! 
 
John will be out of the pulpit on 
July 24.  If you would like to help 
out, call Kathy Poulton or the 
church office.  Everyone has at 
least one sermon they need to 
share!!!! 
 
We have new Marquee letters. A 
volunteer is needed to change the 
sign once a month or so.  Please 
think about volunteering.  It is a 
chance to be creative, Christian, 
and Christ-like.  What an  
opportunity!! 
 
Congratulation to Paul D Pugh! 
He was the recipient of the 
McCaslin Youth Scholarship.  He 
is going to attend ISU and major 
in the field of Music.  Great Job! 
Paul!. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:15 with 
prayer. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Kathy Poulton, Clerk of Session 

Oxygen for ministry 
 
   Flight attendants instruct airplane passengers that if oxygen masks 
are needed, we should secure our own before assisting someone 
else. Why? If we aren’t getting enough oxygen ourselves, we can’t 
help another person for long. 
   The Holy Spirit empowers Christians for ministry — the work of  
loving and caring for our neighbors and God’s creation. But if we 
aren’t Spirit-fueled on an ongoing basis, we will soon lack capacity to 
serve. This may manifest as burnout, cynicism, exhaustion or even 
lack of faith. So how to ensure we’re breathing in the Spirit’s energy 
and guidance instead of poor-quality “air”? 
   By taking part in corporate worship regularly, immersing ourselves 
in the Scriptures (devotional reading and Bible study), praying 
“continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17, NIV) and spending time with 
Christian friends and mentors. Opening ourselves to the Spirit in 
these ways allows the Breath of God to flow into us, which in turn 
empowers us to reach out to others in love. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

 

The power of kindness 
 

   No kind action ever stops with 
itself. One kind action leads to 
another. Good example is  
followed. A single act of  
kindness throws out roots in all 
directions, and the roots spring 
up and make new trees. The 
greatest work that kindness does 
to others is that it makes them 
kind themselves. 

—Amelia Earhart 



 

 July Scripture Lessons 
 from the Lectionary  

July 3 [4th Sunday after Pentecost] 
2 Kings 5:1-14; Ps. 30;  
Gal. 6:(1-6) 7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 
July 10 [5th Sunday after Pentecost] 
Amos 7:7-17; Ps. 82;  
Col. 1;1-14; Luke 10:25-37 
 
July 17 [6th Sunday after Pentecost] 
Amos 8:1-12; Ps. 52;  

 

 
02  Jerry Vegwert 
02  Paul & Kristi Pugh 
04  Bonnie Stanley 
09  Earl Clayville 
13 Kacie Matlock 
15 Linda Smith 
17  Cynthia Fuelling 
19  Tom Clayville 
19 Dan & Terrie Shockey 
22  Barbra Moore 
24  Russell & Kathleen Morgan 
25  Wanda Drew 
25  Zachary Germann 
25  Jose & Kathleen Rios 
28  Linda Ziulkowski 
 
God Bless Your Special Day! 

May 

Tithes $13,245.00 

Expenses $7,144.33 
 

YTD Totals: 

Tithes $45,847.00 

Expenses $31,577.22 

2022 Year to Date            

Tithes and 

Building & Grounds: 
   Paul Pugh 
 

Fellowship: 
 Brent Germann 
 

Finance: 
 Carleen Clayville 
 

Missions & Evangelism: 
 Dan Wittman 
 

Personnel & Nominating: 
 Jerry Vegwert 
 

Worship & Christian Ed: 
   Erika Wittman 
 

Deacons: 
   Darla Holl, Linda Smith,  
   Julie Germann, Tyson  
   Germann, Gary Hollinger,  
   Susan McGee 

Committees 
& Chairper-

July 24 [7th Sunday after Pentecost] 
Hosea 1:2-10; Ps. 85;  
Col. 2:6-15 (16-19); Luke 11:1-13 
 
July 31 [8th Sunday after Pentecost] 
Hosea 11:1-11; Ps. 107:1-9, 43; 
Col. 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 

Soul care through studying 
 

   Summer isn’t often associated with studying, but it can be an ideal time to dive into God’s Word. Just keep in mind: Studying the Bible 
involves more than merely reading the words. The process begins with a humble spirit to not only gain information but to let Scripture 
transform you. 
   I’ve heard about various practices for Bible study. Some people set aside a special place, with multiple concordances and commentaries 
at their fingertips. I thrive on a bit more variety. Comparing a couple of Bible translations and paraphrases proves helpful for my studies. 
   Renovaré, Richard Foster’s institute that aims to help people become more like Jesus, advises: “It is vital to study not only books but 
also those things around us such as nature, relationships, events and cultural values.” What are the most meaningful ways for you to 
study God’s Word? —Janna Firestone 

 

To the Presbyterian Men, 
 

   Having the Fellowship Hall all set up for the  
Primary Election as I had outlined was wonderful.  
   Thank you for taking part of your Sunday after-
noon to do this. I personally know how long it 
takes to move tables and fold chairs to make a 
different arrangement. 
   I do so appreciate each one of you who helped. 
 

Thank you, 
Linda Sever 
Chief Judge, Precinct 4 



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
& Communion 
 

Cupcake Sunday 
 

Deacons meet 

4 
Independence Day 

5 

In Observance of  
Independence Day the 
Office will be Closed 

6 7 
 

8 9 
225th General  
Assembly ends 

10 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 

Worship Committee meet 

11 12 13 
7:00 pm  
Session 

14 

 
 

15 
Newsletter Articles Due 

16 

17 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  

18 19 20 21 
 

22 
Newsletter Article 
Deadline 

23 

24 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 

Pulpit Supply—TBA  

25 26 27 28 
 

29 
Camp Sawtooth ends 

30 
10:00am 
PW Ecumenical Brunch 

31 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  

      

  

2022 

 

Earth Is Not Our Home 
by Ruth Bell Graham 

 

In Psalm 37:35, David marvels at the wicked “spreading himself like a green bay tree” (KJV).  
Young’s Literal Translation puts it: “as a green native plant.” 

 

We have a schefflera plant, or umbrella tree, in our living room. 
Because it is not native to where we live, it makes a nice houseplant, growing to 10 feet tall at most.  

But in the tropical climate such as Florida or Australia, it can grow to 40 feet. 
 

Why should we wonder, then, when we Christians struggle? 
We are not native plants. The earth is not our home, and we can expect to have rough times.  

Our Lord promised us that. But we also have this promise: “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial,  
because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him” 

 

(James 1:12, NIV 1984). 
 

Taken from “Legacy of a Pack Rat.” 
By Ruth Bell Graham ©1989 

JULY SERVERS 
 

Head Usher: Sharon Napier   Head Greeter: Carleen Clayville 
Liturgists: 7/3 Dottie, 7/10 Dan S., 7/17 Gary, 7/24 Dottie, 7/31 Dan S. 
Coffee Hour: 7/3 Fellowship, 7/10 ____, 7/17 ____, 7/24 ____, 7/31 ____ 

Pastor John gone July 21—26 

Pastor John gone July 21—26 



 

 

Burley First Presbyterian Church is proud to present  
scholarships each year to disserving students. This  
year’s recipient is Paul Daniel Pugh, who received the 
McCaslin Youth Scholarship.  

Paul Daniel Pugh receiving this year’s  
Scholarship, presented by Kathy Poulton 

June 5, 2022—Congratulations Paul! 
Proud family of our Scholarship Recipient: 

(Victor, Kristi, Paul D. and Paul Pugh) 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
SAVE THE DATE!  Saturday, July 30, 2022 

OUR ANNUAL ECUMENICAL BRUNCH 
It will be fun, there will be food, and Fellowship! 

And a great program! 
Please be prepared to help with food! 

Thank you for all you do to support our church! 
In Christ’s Service,  

Carleen Clayville, Moderator 



 

 

FELLOWSHIP  
 

July 3 Cupcake Sunday 
 

Please join us for fellowship and treats after 
worship every Sunday. 
 

There are opportunities to host or provide 
goodies for coffee hour.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Terrie Shockey 

Committee  Reports 

The soul as soil 
 

 
   Gardeners who’ve dealt with inhospitable conditions can relate  
especially well to Jesus’ parable of the sower. Drought, invasive  
critters and thorny weeds often seem to conspire against growers’ 
efforts. Yet when seeds fall on “good soil,” the crop yield is abundant 
— up to a hundred times what was sown (Matthew 13:8). 
   That parable emphasizes the need for hearts to be receptive to 
God’s Word. But it’s also a reminder to plant Scripture persistently. 
Just as soil and weather conditions change, so may someone’s  
attitude toward following Jesus. Pastor J. Ellsworth Kalas writes, 
“Whenever we serve as witnesses to the faith, we must do so with all 
earnestness, because one doesn’t know the season in which the soul 
currently abides. That uninterested, distracted or unresponsive person 
may be nearer the Kingdom than we — or they — realize.” Kalas adds, 
“We dare not give up on anyone at any time — including ourselves.” 

 

FINANCE REPORT 
 

              $$$        

 
 
 
 
NOW THAT WE HAVE YOUR ATTENTION! 
 
WE JUST WANT TO SAY, THANK YOU!   FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT THESE PAST YEARS!  
WE COULDN’T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOUR DEDICATION TO SHARING YOUR  
TALENTS, GIFTS AND MONEY TO HELP KEEP OUR CHURCH & PROPERTY IN GOOD 
SHAPE! THIS IS JUST A REMINDER IF YOU ARE HEADING OUT TO FISH, VISIT AND TOUR 
THIS BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY OF OURS, PLEASE KEEP IN  MIND OUR EXPENSES GO ON 
WHETHER YOU ARE IN CHURCH OR NOT! ASIDE FROM MISSING YOUR FACES, AND WE 
DO, PLEASE CONTINUE TO DROP, MAIL, OR OTHERWISE SEND YOUR OFFERING, 
PERCAPITA, OR DONATION.  WE APPRECIATE ALL YOU DO! (OF COURSE, WE MISS YOU 
WHEN YOU ARE GONE!  PLEASE PUT US FIRST ON YOUR “TO DO” LIST, GOD NEEDS YOU 
AND WE DO TOO! ) 
 
IN CHRIST’S SERVICE, 
YOUR FINANCE TEAM 



 

 

First Presbyterian Church (USA)                   
2100 Burton Avenue                                        
Burley ID  83318 
 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.burleypres.org 
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July 2022 

PASTOR: 
Rev. John L. Ziulkowski 
 

Pastor’s office hours:   
Wednesdays 9:00am—1:00pm 
   (also available by appointment) 
 

Pastor’s Email: lrzski@yahoo.com 
Pastor’s cell phone: 208-430-5359 
 
Office Administrator: Barbra Moore  
     Office Hours T—F 9am—2pm 
     Office phone: 678-5131 
     Office email: burleypc@pmt.org  
 
Clerk of Session: Kathy Poulton  
Director of Music: Paul Pugh 
Pianist: Susan McGee  
Nursery Attendant: Bonnie Stanley 
Custodian: Linda Culley 
Prayer Chain: Susan McGee 208-312-3864 

Service Times:                                                         
Sunday School 9:30 am                                             
Worship 10:45 am 

The Presbyterian Messenger and  
The Lord’s Day Bulletin are published by 

The First Presbyterian Church of Burley, Idaho. 
Please submit your Newsletter items by the  

15th of the month and Bulletin items by Wednesday. 

The LORD is good, a refuge in 
times of trouble.  

He cares for those  
who trust in him. 

 

NAHUM 1:7 

We offer up prayers for . . .  
 

 

• God answering prayers, big and small! God is good—all the time! 
• All who are fighting cancer and those recovering from various illnesses and injuries 
• Prayers of thanksgiving for God’s Son—his indescribable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 
• Prayers of support and encouragement for all our shut-ins and those in care centers 
• All who have lost loved ones: Families of victims of mass shootings 
• The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 
• All who have lost jobs 
• Those facing financial uncertainties  
• Wisdom for those making difficult decisions 
• Our church leaders 
• Our military  
• Our government leaders 
• Our partnership ministries: Crossroads Harbor Domestic Violence Shelter, Helping 

Hands Christian Center, Operation Christmas Child and Angel Tree Ministry 

We wish you a Happy 4th of July!  
 

Be safe, be kind, and remember to thank God for the  
freedom we enjoy. We should never take for granted  

what many only pray for. 

Prayers:  If you know of someone who is in need of our prayers, please contact the church office. 
 

Prayer Chain:  If you have an emergency prayer request, or would  
like to join the prayer chain, please contact Susan McGee  208-312-3864 


